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The litigation attorneys at Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, P.C.
bring a wealth of experience, sound judgment, strategic insight,
and a long record of successful results to the businesses and
individuals we represent in a wide array of litigation matters in
Chicago and across the United States.

Experienced Trial Counsel and Cost-Effective Advocacy

Disputes are an unfortunate, yet inevitable, fact of doing business.
Selecting the right litigation counsel to properly manage and
efficiently resolve disputes is critical for any business. We
understand that while our clients want their positions vindicated
and their interests protected, “winning” is hollow and illusory if it
comes at a cost that outweighs business objectives.

Burke Warren litigation attorneys provide seasoned advocacy
aligned with our clients’ overall business, financial, and personal
goals. Our trial lawyers are problem solvers who possess the skill,
knowledge, and creativity to develop and implement litigation
strategies tailored to achieve optimal outcomes as efficiently and
cost-effectively as possible.

We understand that thoroughness, preparation, and a full
understanding of the applicable facts and law in a dispute are
indispensable to achieving a successful result, whether in the
courtroom or at the negotiating table. But we also know that
litigation does not take place in a vacuum and can impact our
clients’ business matters unrelated to the case at hand.

That is why we seek to thoroughly understand each client’s
concerns and objectives – their business imperatives or their
personal motivations. By taking a comprehensive view of both the
legal and business aspects of every case, we deliver a
comprehensive assessment and evaluate the true costs, benefits,
and risks of available options.  
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AREAS OF CONCENTRATION

Appellate

Class Action

Consumer Financial Services
Litigation

Institutional Risk Management &
Internal Investigations

Insurance Recovery

Partnership and Shareholder
Disputes

Trust and Estate Litigation

RELATED PRACTICES &
INDUSTRIES

Labor and Employment

Experienced, Successful Litigators For Every Type of Dispute

Burke Warren’s litigators provide our clients with practical
guidance that empowers them with the information they need to
make informed decisions. Once we chart a course, our litigators
leverage their considerable and diverse experience and personal
dedication to provide the representation that has earned Burke
Warren a long track record of success and the trust of clients
nationwide.

Our litigators have experience in all types of commercial
litigation, including:

● Business and contractual disputes

● Class action defense

● Consumer financial services litigation

● Real estate, land use, and construction litigation

● Franchise litigation

● Labor and employment disputes

● Partnership, and shareholder litigation

● Directors and officers lawsuits

● Antitrust, trade regulation, and unfair competition claims

● Trust and estate litigation

● Environmental litigation

● Trade secrets and proprietary information claims

● Healthcare litigation

Please contact firm partner and litigation practice chair Aaron
Stanton to learn more about Burke Warren’s litigation practice at
(312) 840-7078 or astanton@burkelaw.com.

Experience

● Representing a commercial tenant in a dispute with a large
commercial landlord as member of a litigation team that
obtained full relief at trial that was affirmed on appeal.

  

● Obtaining summary judgment before trial for several real estate
brokers who were accused of concealing defects, reducing their
liability to zero.

  

● Securing a positive settlement for a Hong-Kong based
manufacturer against a large American company after the
company wrongfully blamed issues with its product on the
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manufacturer, turning the case around from another firm through thorough and persuasive expert
testimony.

  

● Securing a positive settlement for an American corporation against a French company for a defective
machine, surgically applying a complicated patchwork of domestic and international law.

  

● Securing a positive outcome for a Chicago-based company in a high stakes Telephone Consumer
Protection Act case with millions at stake.

  

● Representing former real estate agents in a class action Illinois Wage Act and breach of contract suit
against their former real estate brokerage, obtaining several positive decisions in matters of first
impression under Illinois law.

  

● Securing a positive outcome against a Fortune 500 energy company on behalf of a locally-owned
small business in breach of contract suit.

  

● Defeating a motion to dismiss for a car dealer against a national car rental business in a suit where
the dealer alleged the rental business engaged in abusive and wrongful conduct, securing a positive
outcome.

  

● Representing real estate brokers in recovering against individuals and businesses who wrongfully
refuse to pay for their services, having obtained significant recovery before suit and full recovery,
with attorneys’ fees, after filing suit.

  

● Representing several businesses in employment discrimination suits brought by former employees,
having obtained optimal settlements in alignment with the client’s business objectives or obtaining
full dismissal at various stages with no liability to the client.

  

● Successfully pursuing an insurance company on behalf of a mid-size company for a breach of its
duty to defend.

  

● Proudly representing several pro bono clients, trying several jury trials to verdict and having secured
full recovery for individuals who otherwise would not have been able to afford an attorney.

  

● Represented national bank defending claim brought by another bank for restitution and breach of
Regulation J warranty for a counterfeit check and obtained dismissal of complaint later affirmed on
appeal

  

● Represented lender/servicing defendants in three separate purported class action counterclaims
challenging property preservation activities on properties in foreclosure, obtaining dismissal of class
claims with prejudice

  

● Represented United States automobile company defending claims brought by foreign manufacturer
in ICC arbitration proceedings

  

● Represented Spanish medical supplies distributor in dispute with United States manufacturer
regarding terms and performance of distribution agreement in an LCIA arbitration and obtained
substantial damages award and attorneys' fees

  

● Negotiating a consent decree in federal court with the United States Department of Justice that
enabled the Arlington Park Race Track to provide housing to seasonal migrant employees and their
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families while ensuring the safety and welfare of workers’ children
  

● Defeating an easement claim in state court and successfully defending the judgment on appeal,
enabling a not-for-profit institution to sell real estate for its best and highest use

  

● Successfully representing a family’s claim for the wrongful disposal of their personal property by a
private storage facility to a jury verdict and settling the claim for full value of the judgment pending
appeal

  

● Advised health club servicing company regarding compliance with Illinois Biometric Information
Privacy Act, including drafting consumer biometric consent and disclosure form.

  

● Advised financial arm of retail furniture company on compliance with federal and state laws
regarding lending disclosures, advertisement of credit terms, fair lending, consumer privacy, credit
approval and denial, collections, identify theft prevention, credit reporting, and record retention, and
rewrote and updated employee manual, lending disclosures and notices, and privacy notices.

  

● Martin v. The Judicial Sales Corp., et al., No. 2018 CH 11439, slip op. (Mar. 23, 2021) (dismissing quiet
title and tort action brought by alleged trustee of foreclosed property).

  

● Hudson v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., et al., No. 19-cv-1284-JES-JEH, 2020 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 100642,
2020 WL 3066615 (C.D. Ill. June 9, 2020) (dismissing breach of contract, fraud, consumer fraud, and
quiet title claims based on the borrower's allegations that the lender wrongfully foreclosed on her
property, was improperly assigned her mortgage, and failed to comply with loan modification
agreement).

  

● PCS Receivables Corp. v. G&M Int'l LLC, et al., 790 Fed. App'x. 822 (7th Cir. 2020) (affirming judgment
of over $4 million in favor of plaintiff in commercial breach of contract case); PCS Receivables Corp.
v. G&M Int'l LLC, et al., No. 16 C 11470, 2018 WL 4590319 (N.D. Ill. Sept. 25, 2018) (granting summary
judgment in favor of plaintiff on commercial breach of contract claim and on defendant's affirmative
defenses).

  

● At World Properties, LLC v. Baird & Warner Real Estate, Inc., No. 18-cv-1973, 2019 WL 4034636 (N.D. Ill.
Aug. 27, 2019) (denying defendant's motion to dismiss in Lanham Act case brought by real estate
brokerage firm against competing firm for alleged false statements made in advertisements and
marketing materials).

  

● JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. v. Jenkins, et al., 771 Fed. App'x. 673 (7th Cir. 2019) (affirming judgment
in favor of lender in contested foreclosure); JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. v. Jenkins, et al., No. 16-3969,
slip op. (7th Cir. July 10, 2017) (dismissing appeal of foreclosure judgment for lack of final appealable
order); JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. v. Jenkins, et al., No. 14 C 4278, 2016 WL 4417072 (N.D. Ill. Aug. 18,
2016) (in contested foreclosure, granting summary judgment in favor of lender and denying several
motions filed by defendant seeking to defeat summary judgment); 2015 WL 603855 (N.D. Ill. Feb. 12,
2015) (in contested foreclosure, denying defendant's motion to dismiss and rejecting defendant's
arguments that plaintiff failed to properly serve defendant by publication and that plaintiff did not
have standing to foreclose).

  

● Taylor v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 2019 IL App (1st) 180800-U (affirming dismissal of complaint
for wrongful foreclosure as barred by res judicata, where plaintiffs sought to re-litigate issues raised
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in previous case).
  

● McNeal v. J.P. Morgan Chase Bank, N.A., No. 16 C 3115, 2017 WL 6569631 (N.D. Ill. Dec. 22, 2017)
(granting motion to dismiss with prejudice in favor of mortgage lender, dismissing claims brought by
borrower under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act, the Real Estate Settlement
Procedures Act, and the Illinois Consumer Fraud and Deceptive Practices Act, based on the
borrower's allegations that the lender improperly assigned her mortgage, improperly calculated
escrow payments, and assessed improper default-related fees); McNeal v. J.P. Morgan Chase Bank, N.
A., No. 16 C 3115, 2016 WL 6804585 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 17, 2016) (granting motion to dismiss in favor of
mortgage lender, dismissing claims brought by borrower under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt
Organizations Act, the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act, the Illinois Consumer Fraud and
Deceptive Practices Act, and the Illinois Residential Mortgage License Act, and claims for breach of
contract and unjust enrichment, based on the borrower's allegations that her mortgage was void
under the Illinois Residential Mortgage License Act and that the lender improperly assigned her
mortgage, improperly calculated escrow payments, and assessed improper default-related fees).

  

● Hunte v. Safeguard Props. Mgmt., LLC, et al., No. 16 C 11198, 2017 WL 5891060 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 27, 2017)
(dismissing Fair Debt Collection Practices Act claim with prejudice for failure to adequately allege
property preservation vendor was a "debt collector" under the Act, and dismissing state law claims
against mortgage lender for lack of subject matter jurisdiction); 2018 WL 2063914 (N.D. Ill. May 3,
2018) (denying plaintiff's motion to reconsider dismissal).

  

● G&M Int'l, LLC v. Snap Line Services, Inc., et al., No. 16CV-2205-1, slip op. (Super. Ct. Forsyth Cty., Ga.
Aug 23, 2017) (dismissing five-count complaint against debt purchaser and two executives, holding
that prior jury verdict collaterally estopped plaintiff from bringing claims, where issue attempting to
be litigated was already decided in prior case against other defendant).

  

● Golbeck v. Johnson Blumberg & Associates, LLC, et al., No. 16 C 6788, 2017 WL 3070868 (N.D. Ill. July
19, 2017) (granting motion to dismiss in part in favor of mortgage lender, and dismissing breach of
contract, Real Estate Settlement Practices Act, and Illinois Consumer Fraud Act claims regarding
loan modification offer, allegedly improper escrow account calculation, and transfer of servicing of
mortgage).

  

● Gagnon v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 563 B.R. 835 (N.D. Ill. 2017) (granting motion to dismiss in part
in favor of mortgage lender, and dismissing claims alleging lender violated the Bankruptcy Code's
discharge injunction and automatic stay provisions and the Illinois Consumer Fraud Act by reporting
certain information to credit reporting agencies after the plaintiff's bankruptcy was discharged).

  

● Turner v. Argent Mortgage Co., LLC, et al., No. 15 CH 17834, slip op. (Cir. Ct. Cook Cty., Ill. Nov. 22, 2016)
(dismissing wrongful foreclosure complaint against mortgage lender for lack of proper service).

  

● Conteduca v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., No. 14 L 13366, slip op. (Cir. Ct. Cook Cty., Ill. Dec. 23, 2015)
(dismissing claims for account stated, unjust enrichment, conversion, and breach of contract brought
against mortgage lender by real estate appraiser relating to alleged failure to reimburse appraiser for
appraisal services performed in relation to residential mortgages).

  

● Phongsa v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA., et al., 2014 WL 2510203 (N.D. Ill. June 14, 2014) (dismissing
Fair Debt Collection Practices and state law fraud claims against mortgage owner and servicer
relating to alleged debt collection practices and alleged improper foreclosure).
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● Monaco v. The Bear Stearns Companies, Inc., et al., 2012 WL 10006987 (C.D. Cal. Dec. 10, 2012) (denying
class certification of breach of contract claims against mortgage originator relating to alleged failure
to disclose material terms of Option ARM loans).

  

● McLeod v. PB Investment Corporation, et al., 492 Fed. Appx. 379 (4th Cir. Aug. 1, 2012) (affirming trial
court's dismissal of claims under Home Owner Equity Protection Act, Maryland Secondary Mortgage
Loan Law, and Maryland Uniform Commercial Code against assignees of mortgage loans, relating to
allegedly improper fees and disclosures and failure to provide loan documents to former borrowers).

  

● Obi v. Chase Home Finance, LLC, et al., 2012 WL 1802450 (N.D. Ill. May 15, 2012) (dismissing Fair Debt
Collection Practices and Illinois state law claims against servicer relating to alleged debt collection
practices and recommending pro se plaintiff be placed on district court's list of restricted filers); 2011
WL 5118437 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 25, 2011) (denying plaintiff's motion to remand to state court).

  

● Gibson v. Chase Home Finance, LLC, et al., 2012 WL 1094323 (M.D. Fla. Apr. 2, 2012) (dismissing class
action claims under Florida state law against lender and servicer arising from force placement of
flood insurance); 2011 WL 6319401 (M.D. Fla. Dec. 16, 2011) (dismissing class action claims under Real
Estate Settlement Procedures Act, Bank Holding Company Act, and Florida state law against lender
and servicer arising from force placement of flood insurance).

  

● Polek, et al. v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., et al., 36 A.3d 399 (Md. 2012) (affirming trial court's
dismissal of Maryland Secondary Mortgage Loan Law and other Maryland state law claims against
assignees of mortgage loans, relating to allegedly improper fees and disclosures and failure to
provide loan documents to former borrowers).

  

● Abdel-Malak v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 2011 WL 3843814 (D. Md. Aug. 29, 2011) (dismissing class
action claims under Truth in Lending Act and Maryland state law against lender that purchased
failed institution's loans from FDIC on basis that lender did not assume alleged liabilities under
purchase and assumption agreement and dismissing claims relating to allegedly deceptive post-
acquisition disclosures relating to Option ARM loan).

  

● Obi v. Chase Home Finance, LLC, et al., 2011 WL 809310 (N.D. Ill. Mar. 2, 2011) (dismissing pro se claims
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1915 where plaintiff provided false information on in forma pauperis
application).

  

● Obi v. Chase Home Finance, LLC, 2011 WL 529481 (N.D. Ill. Feb. 8, 2011) (dismissing Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act, Truth in Lending Act, Equal Credit Opportunity Act, and Illinois state law claims
against servicer arising from alleged failure to modify loan and alleged debt collection practices).

  

● Smith v. Vericrest Financial, et al., 2010 WL 5373880 (N.D. Ill. Dec. 14, 2010) (dismissing Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, Truth in Lending Act, Illinois Human Rights Act, and Fair Housing Act
claims against lender and servicer where plaintiff failed to effect proper service).

  

● Moffitt, et al. v. Residential Funding Company, LLC, et al., 604 F.3d 156 (4th Cir. 2010), affirming 665 F.
Supp. 2d 515 (D. Md. 2010) (affirming district court holding that defendants properly and timely
removed lawsuit to federal court where amended state court complaints contained sufficient facts to
give rise to federal jurisdiction under the Class Action Fairness Act).
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● Gros v. Midland Credit Management, Inc., et al., 2008 WL 4671717 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 20, 2008) (granting
summary judgment in favor of debt collector on Fair Debt Collection Practices and state law claims
relating to allegedly misleading debt collection communications).

  

● Successfully defended a family-owned business against a multimillion-dollar, race discrimination
lawsuit

  

● Obtained summary dismissal of claimed right to financial privacy action against national bank
  

● Secured dismissal of false claims qui tam action against a 501(c)(3) charity organization
  

● Obtained dismissal of alleged Illinois Deceptive Trade Practices Act claim against private business
against family-owned business

  

● Successfully tried federal bankruptcy, adversary proceeding involving claim of fraud by debtor
  

● Obtained summary judgment to remove claimed easement running over client's property that had
been recorded as a cloud over title

  

● Secured dismissal of alleged violations of Fair Debt Collections Practice Act against creditor
  

● Successfully tried case resolving dispute over land rights between neighboring property owners
  

● Successfully tried a preliminary injunction hearing in the Chancery Division of the Circuit Court of
Cook County. At issue was a dispute between shareholders of a closely held corporation that owns
and manages real property. The firm’s client filed suit after the defendant shareholder attempted a
hostile takeover of the company in contravention of corporate governance documents, including
purporting to remove the firm’s client as a director and appointed officer, while also looting company
bank accounts and freezing our client out from access to certain company software. At the
conclusion of the four-day hearing that included multiple witnesses and expert testimony, the judge
granted all relief sought by the firm’s client in its entirety, including restoring corporate governance
positions, ordering the defendant’s name be removed from all company bank accounts, and ordering
the defendant to restore complete access to all software accounts. The client said, “You told me
exactly what you were going to do, you did it, and it worked out exactly like you said it should. I can’t
thank you enough.”

  

● Successfully resolved multiple disputes involving a long standing client and government
subcontractor on multiple government projects governed by the detailed obligations and
requirements of the Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR), where disputes developed involving
design, defect, contract disputes such as cost overruns and those relating to the scope-of-work
statement, all of which are inextricably linked to the FAR.

  

● Defended and resolved claims brought by billion-dollar conglomerate against a smaller competitor,
asserting copyright, trade secret, and conspiracy and contractual interference claims arising out of
the hiring of the conglomerate’s former employees. Resolved with limited exposure to the smaller
consulting firm and in time to minimize potentially disastrous costs.

  

● Obtained favorable jury verdict for national health insurance company seeking an eight figure
recovery, in claim brought by medical provider denied entrance to a medical network; jury granted
further relief on amounts due our client by the owner of the medical provider.
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● Litigated and obtained substantial damages and permanent injunction against consulting employee
who sold company assets including valuable trade secrets to a competitor in which he held an
interest, as well as a first-ever injunction against the United States Patent and Trademark Office, to
protect client’s purloined trade secrets disclosed in patent documents.

  

● Obtained significant payment of commissions due a Canadian sales representative based upon the
bad faith termination of the representative. This case settled midway through a weeklong jury trial
in federal court in Boston.

  

● Successful defense and countersuit in patent and trade dress infringement case brought by
international cosmetic supplier against private-label, middle market manufacturer/fulfillment house.
Defeated supplier in its home state and successfully obtained declaratory relief so that the case
resolved without any findings of liability for the client and without any exchange of meaningful
consideration.

  

● Obtained a permanent injunction and seven-figure judgment against a gray-market operator who
was illegally importing goods intended for other destination countries and who diverted sales of the
subject equipment from authorized dealers of the manufacturer. Ultimately, the gray-market importer
was put out of business, maintaining the integrity of both the market channel for the initial dealer
and the supplier-dealer relationship for all of the channel partners as well as the infamous
trademark of the manufacturer

  

● Initiated litigation against a corporate target planning a $35 million ESOP transaction to effectively
freeze out its minority shareholders. After obtaining temporary and preliminary injunctive relief on
the heels of the purported ESOP closing, obtained a multi-million dollar payment for the client which
well exceeded the value of that proposed in the ESOP transaction.

  

● Successfully resolved case involving a multi-million dollar dispute between a property owner,
architect and general contractor, in arbitration, that involved AIA contract forms and the opinions of
after-the-fact expert opinion witnesses retained to support the client’s position.

  

● Successfully mediated complex accounting claims alleging malpractice around sourcing and
treatment of state revenue and improper reporting of related payments to insiders. Effected a
voluntary disclosure agreement with applicable taxing authorities and averted seven-figure exposure
for client.

  

● Settled disputes between OEM contractor and related client as to alleged design defects, which were
demonstrated not to be the fault of the client, such that the case (involving design counterclaims and
claims for amounts due for goods) was resolved, short of a two week international jury trial and that
resulted in a shift in resolution payments from $1.7 million in favor of the OEM contractor to a
substantial payment in favor of the manufacturing client.

  

● Successfully tried to award multi-million dollar dealer-distributor dispute, including franchise act
claims against dealer, in week long arbitration trial. In addition, resolved multiple dealer disputes
between wholly owned distributor avoiding multiple litigation claims and reportable violations of
various state law dealer statutes relating to heavy equipment, such as excavators, wheel loaders and
back hoe lifts.
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● Successfully obtained arbitration awards in over a dozen cases for a client in labor disputes covered
by applicable collective bargaining agreement. Further, obtained favorable results for client in
defeating organizational efforts to certify union, defeated various claims to aggregate union and non-
union facilities in hearings before the NLRB and in arbitration, and aided client to successfully
obtain petition decertifying union in case where the client’s employees sought to terminate union
representation.

  

● Tried and obtained resolution for corporate trustee resolving disputes among more than thirty
beneficiaries, in order to terminate trust and distribute its assets, while vindicating trustee of alleged
statutory and common law violations.

  

● Obtained a jury verdict in favor of a multinational, life insurance company regarding correct
payment of death benefits and defeating claim that the owner had changed his beneficiary
configuration.

  

● Successfully tried to a jury competing claims for multi-state Fortune 500 insurance company relating
to billing for various classes of patients, defeating a $30 million counterclaim and obtaining verdict
in favor of insurer on payment obligations.

  

● Successfully defeated claim against trustee of family trust for breach of fiduciary duty by
establishing that complaining beneficiary had full knowledge of the administration and trust
activities of the various assets of the deceased’s “estate,” including various trusts, and demonstrating
that formal accounting was not required due to waiver by disgruntled beneficiary. The case was
upheld on appeal and a final order was entered against the rouge beneficiary such that the final
order became law of the case.

  

● Successfully prevailed in multiple institutional trustee litigation involving issues from instructions
on trust interpretation (petitions for instructions), equitable reformation of trust documents,
including those that were when suit was filed roughly a century old, to application of law to the date
of existing testamentary documents (decades old), to removal of trustees and adjustments to trusts
with outdated trust language that required an upgrade to keep pace with current institutional trends
and procedures.

  

● Obtained several reformation and/or equitable deviation judgments in litigation ranging from
adjustment to distribution language of trust, affecting trust terms and provisions involving
diversification issues, to determining proper beneficiaries, including as to testamentary documents
that are at least a century old and/or trust language that is substantially ambiguous.

  

● Assisted with preparation for a jury trial in a high-profile defamation case; conducted extensive legal
research; reviewed and prepared documents for production; drafted motions in limine

  

● Represented clients in state and federal court
  

● Drafted pleadings and dispositive motions
  

● Anderson, et al. v. Catholic Bishop of Chicago, et al.,759 F.3d 645 (7th Cir. 2014) (affirming dismissal of
putative class action complaint against Catholic Bishop and the Holy See)

  

● In re: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems (MERS) Litigation, 2011 WL 4550189 (D. Ariz. Oct. 3,
2011) (dismissing consolidated amended complaint in multidistrict litigation alleging fraud and
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conspiracy based on the use and creation of the MERS system)
  

● Lead trial counsel defending FedEx National in a retaliatory discharge jury trial in the Northern
District of Illinois, where plaintiff sought in excess of $1 million dollars for compensatory and
punitive damages (after a week long trial, the jury found in favor of FedEx National)

  

● Lead trial counsel on behalf of a real estate development company in a breach of contract and breach
of fiduciary duty action against a national operator of parking garages (after a one-week jury trial in
Cook County, the jury returned a verdict in trial counsel's favor and awarded approximately $500,000
—the full amount requested and permissible under the statutes involved)

  

● Lead defense counsel on behalf of the City of Chicago and the Committee on Finance in a breach of
contract action brought by a prominent Chicago law firm seeking approximately $700,000 in fees
(successfully moved to dismiss three separate complaints brought by the law firm—two in the Circuit
Court of Cook County and one in the Northern District of Illinois)

  

● Lead counsel for a Chicago software development company in a breach of fiduciary duty and
conspiracy action brought against a former employee and the company's main competitor (secured a
six-figure settlement from the competitor and other favorable concessions)

  

● Obtained a temporary restraining order in the Northern District of Indiana to prevent staffing
company client's former employees from using stolen customer information to open a competing
business, leading to a negotiated preliminary injunction and ultimately six-figure settlement
payment to client.

  

● Represented adhesive manufacturer and distributor in the Northern District of Illinois on a motion
for a temporary restraining order and in expedited discovery in preparation for a preliminary
injunction hearing to prevent former vice president and director of dales from violating a non-
competition agreement to work for a competitor, obtaining an injunction and settlement.

  

● Represented third-party logistics company in the Northern District of Illinois to prevent a former
manager from using trade secrets to work for client's competitor and obtained permanent injunction
to prevent former manager and competitor from using client's trade secrets.

  

● Represented accounting firm in the Northern District of Illinois to prevent former managerial
employee from stealing client and prospective client list and violating non-competition agreement to
start a competing business, obtaining an injunction and settlement.

  

● Represented a retailer of commercial lighting systems in the Northern District of Illinois in a suit
against a former employee and member who, while still employed by the client, created his own
company to compete with our client, in the process stealing customer and prospective customer
information, breaching his employment agreement and creating confusion in the marketplace.

  

● Represented a chemical manufacturer in the Eastern District of Missouri in a lawsuit against its
former distributor who bribed the client's employee for confidential chemical formulas, defeating a
motion for a temporary restraining order, and bringing claims under the Defend Trade Secrets Act of
2016 among others.

  

● Represented a vertical farm in suit against licensee in the Western District of Michigan for breach of
license agreement and trade secret misappropriation to prevent the unauthorized use of client's trade
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secrets.
  

● Defended a consulting company against claims in the Southern District of Ohio that it and its new
employees stole confidential information, violated copyright and trade secret laws and breached
employment agreements, brought by their former competitor employer.

  

● Represented an electrical device manufacturer against fraud, breach of contract and breach of
warranty claims in the Southern District of New York, obtaining dismissal with prejudice of certain
claims.

  

● Won summary judgment in declaratory judgment action in Cook County, Illinois, holding that client’s
insurer had a duty to defend an additional insured under the policy, resulting in an additional
$12,000,000 in insurance proceeds being available to resolve underlying personal injury matter.

  

● Won judgment on the pleadings in Caveo, LLC v. Citizens Insurance Company of America, Inc., et al,
No. 15-cv-6200, 2016 WL 5477537 (N.D. Ill. Sept. 29, 2016) (Motion for reconsideration denied, 2017 WL
2672297), holding that client’s insurer breached its duty to defend and indemnify client in underlying
litigation.

  

● Secured dismissal and/or summary judgment in favor of his real estate developer/seller clients in
breach of contract/warranty and fraud actions (each seeking between $350,000 to $1,000,000),
including Siegel Development, LLC v. Peak Construction, LLC et al., 2013 IL App (1st) 111973, 993 N.E.
2d 1041 (Ill. App. Ct. 2013)

  

● Obtained numerous injunctions for employees/clients against former employees that breached non-
solicitation agreements

  

● Obtained a $1,000,000-plus verdict for Hyundai Construction Equipment U.S.A., Inc. against an
importer of "gray market" Hyundai construction machines (e.g., Hyundai equipment intended for sale
and use in a country other than the United States), Hyundai Construction Equipment U.S.A., Inc. v.
Chris Johnson Equipment, Inc., No. 06 C 3238, 2008 WL 4210785 (N.D. Ill. Sept. 10, 2008)

  

● Chaired a fraud action brought by a group of restaurant investors against general partner that
resulted in a significant settlement for Mr. Stanton's client's mid-trial

  

● Secured dismissal with prejudice of a $1.5 million fraud claim against a REIT stemming from the sale
of a $3.1 million industrial property

  

● Successfully defended a suburban municipality in a six-day bench trial in an alleged unlawful
takings case

  

● Procured dismissal of several million-dollar, lender liability actions against financial institutions
  

● Nissan N. Am., Inc. v. Motor Vehicle Review Bd., 2014 IL App (1st) 123795, ¶ 9 (affirming Illinois Motor
Vehicle Review Board decision against vehicle manufacturer following protest by dealers over
abusive warranty practices)

  

● Cont'l Air Transp. Co. v. United States, 14 F. Supp. 3d 1094 (N.D. Ill. Jan. 31, 2014) (awarding partial
summary judgment on liability to taxpayer in gasoline excise tax refund litigation)
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● Elgazar v. Zoning Bd. of Appeals of City of Chicago, 2015 IL App (1st) 140968-U (affirming client’s
zoning variation on administrative review).

  

● Keporos v. Loquercio Auto. S., Inc., 2016 IL App (1st) 151074-U, ¶ 3 (trial court) – Successfully obtained
judgment on the pleadings and summary judgment for specific performance of an option to purchase
a multi-million dollar parcel of real estate in Chicago

  

● KNM Holdings, Inc. v. James, 2016 IL App (1st) 143008, ¶ 6 (trial court) – Represented creditor in
enforcement of judgment and recovery of over $200,000 in assets, and assisted in defending the
judgment against a post-judgment motion

  

● Dismissal of fraud and breach of contract claims in excess of $1,000,000 against car dealer
  

● Dismissal of discrimination and retaliation complaints filed with the EEOC and state administrative
agencies

  

● Assistance in obtaining significant award for franchisor against franchisee in AAA commercial
arbitration

  

● Represented an international securities trading technology firm in a “bet the ranch” dispute with
NASDAQ

  

● Represented regional banking institution in workout of multistate, distressed loan portfolio
involving approximately $190 million in commercial real estate interests and manufacturing
concerns

  

● Litigated on behalf of privately held industrial operation against multinational creditor in foreign
judgment dispute

  

● Represented international financial services firm advisors in dispute over non-competition
restriction and alleged misuse of trade secrets

  

● Defended former CFO of publicly traded news organization in both federal criminal and civil
litigation

  

● Represented members wrongfully removed from a national not-for-profit in corporate governance
challenge against Board of Directors

  

● Represented former CEO of a national public accounting firm in indemnification claims following
acquittal in criminal case

  

● Litigated on behalf of a private equity company over employee theft and unfair competition
  

● Represented CMO of major pharmaceutical concern in employment and regulatory matters
  

● Represented CFO of privately equity portfolio company in wrongful removal and dispute over
ownership interests

  

● Litigated partnership dispute over ownership and control of breeding rights in national equine
champion
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● Drafted, revised, and litigated a number of employee non-compete/non-solicitation agreements
  

● Morris v. Catholic Bishop of Chicago, 16-C-7916 2018 WL 2087450 (N.D. Ill.) (Obtained dismissal with
prejudice of age discrimination claims brought against Archdiocese.)

  

● Holmes v. Housing Authority of Joliet et. al., 1:14-CV-03132 2015 (N.D. Ill.) (Obtained dismissal with
prejudice of former employee’s claims of sexual harassment under Title VII and race discrimination
under Section 1981 against individual Executive Director)

  

● Nowaczyk v. Joliet Catholic Academy, No. 14 C 3710 2014 WL 3642197 (N.D. Ill.) (Obtained dismissal
with prejudice of Title VII discrimination, retaliation and breach of contract claims against two
religious orders)

  

● Green ex rel. Estate of Webster v. Housing Auth. of City of Gary, 10 N.E.3d 518 (2014) (Appellate court
affirmed summary judgment in favor of housing authority finding no duty with respect to wrongful
death claim)

  

● Vraniskoska v. Franciscan Communities, Inc., 2:11-CV-308 2013 WL 4647224 (N.D. Ind.) (Obtained
summary judgment on former employee’s allegations of disability discrimination and failure to
accommodate under the Americans with Disabilities Act)

  

● Helm v. Ancilla Domini College, 3:11-CV-212, 2012 WL 4120006 (N.D. Ind.) (Obtained summary
judgment on former employee’s Title VII claims of race discrimination and retaliation)

  

● Montgomery v. DePaul University, 1:10-CV-0078, 2012 WL 3903784 (N.D. Ill.) (Obtained summary
judgment on former faculty member’s allegations of race discrimination and retaliation in
connection with the University’s decision to deny tenure)

  

● Rowe v. Gary Housing Authority, et al., No. 2:06 CV 291, 2008 WL 754254 (N.D. Ind.) (Obtained
summary judgment on former employee’s claims of deprivation of liberty and property interest in her
job pursuant to the 14th Amendment)

  

● MacGregor v. DePaul University, 1:10-CV-00107, 2010 WL 4167965 (N.D. Ill.) (Obtained dismissal with
prejudice on faculty member’s untimely claims of discrimination and retaliation)

  

● Hoppe v. Lewis University, 1:09-CV-03430, 2011 WL 4578352 (N.D. Ill.) (Obtained summary judgment
on tenured faculty member’s claims of discrimination, retaliation and failure to accommodate under
Title VII and the Americans with Disability Act)

  

● Samuel Pope, Jr. v. Gary Housing Authority, 2:09-CV-301, 2012 WL 1035449 (N.D. Ind.) (Obtained a
dismissal with prejudice of Section 1983 allegations against Housing Authority)

  

● Upton v. DePaul University, 1:09-CV-3954, 2012 WL 3096676 (N.D. Ill.) (Obtained summary judgment
on former employee’s claims of discrimination and retaliation under Title VII and Section 1981)

  

● Hoppe v. Lewis University, No. 11–3358 2012 WL 3764717 (7th Cir.) (Successfully argued before the
appellate court and obtained a decision affirming the granting of summary judgment in favor of
University on tenured faculty member’s claims of discrimination, retaliation and failure to
accommodate under Title VII and the Americans with Disabilities Act)
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● Supervises mediation and litigation discovery, including large-scale electronic discovery
  

● Litigating approximately 30 reported cases involving federal, state and local tax controversies,
handling a significant number of federal, state and local income, payroll and excise tax audits and
inquiries, and advising on virtually all aspects of federal and state tax compliance.

  

● General Motors Corporation, et al. v. The State of Illinois Motor Vehicle Review Board, et al., 221 Ill.2d
1, 862 N.E.2d 209, 308 Ill.Dec.611 (2007), Case Nos. 101585 and 101601, Supreme Court of Illinois

  

● Ramon Alvarado, et al. v. Corporate Cleaning Services, Inc., et al., 782 F.3d 365 (7th Cir. 2015), Case No.
13-3818, United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit

  

● Nissan North America v. The Motor Vehicle Review Board, et al., 7 N.E.3d 25 (Ill. App. 1 Dist. 2014),
Case No. 1-12-3795, Appellate Court of Illinois, First District

  

● Nissan North America, Inc. v. Jim M’Lady Oldsmobile, Inc., 486 F.3d 989 (7th Cir. 2007)
  

● Nissan North America, Inc. v. Jim M’Lady Oldsmobile, Inc., 307 F.3d 601 (7th Cir. 2002)
  

● George Keporos v. Loquercio Automotive South, Inc. d/b/a Honda City, 2014 IL App (1st) 151074-U, Case
No. 1-15-1074, Appellate Court of Illinois, First District

  

● Represented state agency in litigation against major oil company before circuit and appellate court
which resulted in favorable opinion for client where Second District Appellate Court found that
environmental contamination could give rise to a claim for “waste” under the leases for the subject
properties.

  

● Represent local manufacturing company in enforcement matters brought by both federal and state
agencies with respect to alleged large scale groundwater contamination of chlorinated solvents in
residential areas in the western suburbs of Chicago.

  

● Represent municipal agency with respect to several former manufactured gas plant sites in the
Chicagoland area, ranging from private enforcement actions being filed against major utility
companies to oversight of voluntary investigation and remediation.

  

● Represented owner of property adjacent to gas station, where owner’s property experienced vapors
and explosive conditions in basement of building following demolition of gas station and major rain
event. Obtained injunctive relief before circuit court requiring all demolition activities be enjoined
until investigative and protective actions had been taken to ensure the safety of the building and its
tenants.

  

● Represented Not-For-Profit Organization in obtaining injunctive relief against a municipality that
improperly refused to issue building permits to the Group and where such denial threatened millions
of dollars of federal, state and private funding.

  

● Represented major technology company in a multi-million dollar assessment challenge before both
the Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board and the Cook County Circuit Court.

  

● Represented a wind farm developer in several related cases against objecting property owners
challenging the issuance of a special use permit to construct a wind farm.
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● Represented developer in action filed by third-party objectors regarding request for special use
permit to build a sand mine.

  

● Represented land owner in suit against municipality and neighboring property owner claiming
conversion, trespass and unconstitutional taking without just compensation.

  

● Obtained dismissal of complaint against developer under Administrative Review Law challenging
variations of setbacks for a mixed-use building.

  

● Represented property owners in dispute against condominium association for breaches of fiduciary
duty for failure to turn over control of the Board after an annual election.

  

● Obtained summary judgment on behalf of an Illinois Village to take, by eminent domain, restrictive
covenants being used to prevent the development of senior citizen housing.

  

● Represented a furniture company in a TRO proceeding against a competitor for violations of the
Illinois Trade Secrets Act for using pricing and customer lists.

  

● Represented car dealership in trade secrets violation case against former employees for accessing
proprietary database after leaving employment.

  

● Represented a frozen seafood importer in a TRO proceeding against a competitor for trade dress and
trademark infringement under the Lanham Act.

  

● Represented a home delivery company in a defamation and unfair competition case against a
competitor related to claims made by the competitor to a prospective customer.

  

● Represented food laboratory in action for TRO against IT vendor when food laboratory's system was
subject to a ransomware attack and IT vendor refused to return company's system credentials.

  

● Represented a transportation company against a competitor for trademark infringement.
  

● Represented an insurance company in a discrimination case under the ADA.
  

● Represented a physical and occupational service provider against a class action suit for violations of
the FLSA and IWPCA.

  

● Represented a Medicare Advantage Plan network to recoup overpayments.
  

● Represented a hospital at a medical privileges’ hearing whereby a doctor’s medical privileges were
not renewed by the hospital.

  

● Represented an organization providing housing for adults with autism in a fair housing case against
a condominium association trying to block the sale of a condo unit to the organization.

  

● Represented a home for the developmentally disabled against the City of Markham for housing
discrimination in a TRO proceeding and obtained one of the largest settlements for a housing
discrimination suit in Illinois history.

  

● Obtained summary judgment for a Fortune 100 food company in a right to publicity case related to
the company’s advertisements for baby food.

  

LITIGATION



www.burkelaw.com

● Represented a food company in a product liability case related to an allegedly contaminated food
product.

  

● Represented a hospital in an estate case where a substantial gift to the hospital was challenged by
the executor of the estate on grounds of incompetency.

  

● Successfully represented a developer in an Administrative Review action against the City of Park
Ridge, Illinois for denying a site plan application.

  

● Successfully defended a northeast Illinois county at trial regarding the constitutionality of its zoning
ordinance prohibiting a single-family home development in a primarily agricultural area and
successfully represented the county on appeal to the Illinois Appellate Court for the Second District.

  

● Successfully represented an Illinois municipality at trial regarding the enforceability of its zoning
code prohibiting basement and garage dwelling units, and successfully representing the
municipality on appeal to the Illinois Appellate Court for the Second District.

  

● Successfully defended the City of Marshall, Illinois at trial regarding the constitutionality of its adult
use ordinance; and successfully represented the City on appeal before the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Seventh Circuit.

  

● Represented developer of gas station and convenience store against claims by neighboring property
owners that Special Use Permit granted to developer was unconstitutional.

  

● Successfully defended an action for breach of contract, fraud and breach of fiduciary duty in a
partnership dispute before a 3-member FINRA arbitration panel.

  

● Obtained a favorable judgment for defendants at bench trial for a breach of contract claim regarding
school housing for college student.

  

● Defended an owner of a privately managed hunting preserve against the U.S. Government in an
eminent domain case, resulting in a property valuation over seven times the Government’s initial
offer.

  

● Defended a commercial real estate firm in a jury trial from claims of its employee for commission of
over $1 million resulting in an award to plaintiff of less than 15% of damages sought.

  

● Obtained dismissal and summary judgment of negligent supervision claims based on the statute of
limitations and other defenses

  

● Won ownership of food process patent following declaratory judgment trial in federal court
  

● Obtained no-liability, walk-away settlements for defendants in commercial contract and negligent
supervision cases

  

● Obtained summary judgment for corporate defendant in tortious interference case relating to
petroleum supply contract

  

● Obtained summary judgment for quiet title petitioner, to avoid restrictive easement
  

● Was part of a team that obtained a $19 million jury award in federal court contract case based on the
Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (CISG)
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● Lewis, et al. v. Chase Home Finance LLC (W.D. Wash.)
  

● Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for Long Beach Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-4 v.
Ferreyra, et al. (Erie Court of Common Pleas, Ohio)

  

● Perez, et al. v. Chase Home Finance LLC (Los Angeles County Superior Court, California)
  

● Pena, et al. v. EMC Mortgage Corporation, et al. (D. N.J.)
  

● Nicholls, et al. v. EMC Mortgage Corporation (D. Mass.)
  

● Manson, et al. v. GMAC Mortgage LLC, et al. (D. Mass.)
  

● Christian County Clerk, et al. v. Mortgage Electronic Registration, et al. (W.D. Ky.)
  

● State of Georgia, ex rel. Deborah Saunders and Barry Boswell, et al. v. Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., et al. (N.D. Ga.)

  

● Gonzalez, et al. v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. (Los Angeles County Superior Court, California)
  

● Freeman v. Chase Home Finance, LLC, Case No. 10 CV 765 (N.D. Ohio)
  

● Vega v. CTX Corp., et al. (D. Nev.)
  

● Representation of a major insurance company against Section 155 claims of unreasonable and
vexatious treatment.

  

● Representation of insurer against a potential multi-dollar class action consumer protection suit
alleging violations of the Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act (FACTA”).

  

● Defended a major insurance company in a Section 1983 civil rights matter alleging that the insurer
conspired with police officers and prosecutors to deny coverage of a massive home fire.

  

● Representation of a Fortune 100 corporation in an adversary proceeding in bankruptcy court
defending the client against the Trustee’s multi- million- dollar claw back claim against the
company.

  

● Representation of the City Council of the City of Chicago in the Shakman patronage-hiring litigation,
including presentations to the City Council regarding requirements of the decree and in all phases of
resolution.

  

● Representation of the Archdiocese of Chicago in connection with a detailed analysis to determine if
discriminatory pattern existed in settlements of claims against clergy.

  

● Representation of commuter rail line in Title VI class action and allegations of discriminatory
funding in the transportation industry.

  

● Representation of The Chicago Housing Authority in a 7,500+ plaintiff “mass action” seeking over
$500 million for damages stemming from environmental claims.

  

● Lead counsel for the City of Chicago and various detectives and police officers in multi-million-
dollar civil rights claims.
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● Leydig, Voit & Mayer, Ltd. v. SL PRU, LLC, 2021 IL App (1st) 191637-U (affirming decision of trial court
in favor of plaintiff on claim for declaratory judgment and denying defendant’s counterclaim for
reformation in commercial lease matter).

  

● Wood v. Long and At World Properties, LLC, d/b/a @properties, Case No. 16-7419 (N.D. Ill., Apr. 13, 2017)
(secured voluntary dismissal with prejudice of individual FLSA and Illinois statutory claims after
deposition of putative class representative).

  

● In re: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 754 F.3d 772 (9th Cir. 2014) (affirming dismissal
of consolidated amended complaint in multidistrict litigation alleging fraud and conspiracy based on
the use and creation of the MERS® system)

  

● Rodriguez v. Bear Stearns Companies, Inc., 2009 WL 5184702 (D.Conn. Dec. 22, 2009) (granting
summary judgment against plaintiffs in a nationwide, racial discrimination claim for “predatory
servicing” under the Fair Housing Act, 42 U.S.C. § 3601, et seq.)

  

● Moseley-Smith v. Chase Manhattan Mortgage Corporation, 222 Fed.Appx. 533, 2007 WL 866182 (8th
Cir. 2007) (affirming summary judgment against plaintiffs on claims alleging impropriety of
facsimile fees).

  

● Lead trial counsel representing a U.S. manufacturing company in an international arbitration
defeating a Chinese metal packaging conglomerate in a contract dispute.

  

● Lead counsel representing global automotive supplier in a substantial contract dispute with a global
customer that led to favorable settlement.

  

● Lead counsel for Mexican logistics broker in contract dispute with the U.S. subsidiary of a German
rail manufacturer, that led to a favorable settlement in an international arbitration.

  

● Successful prosecution of trade secret claims on behalf of electrical component manufacturer
against two larger competitors. Negotiated favorable multimillion dollar settlement prior to
empaneling jury.

  

● Lead counsel in multiple representations of corporations and (former) executives in disputes
involving trade secrets, restrictive covenants in employment agreements, and non-solicitation
agreements, in industries including: manufacturing, international customs brokerage, retail,
architectural design, finance, technology, engineering, and sporting goods.

  

● Lead counsel defending chairman of a private equity firm and portfolio company in a derivative
action brought by minority shareholders and executives of the portfolio company.

  

● Represented multinational corporation in Delaware Chancery Court on claims that defendants
defrauded client relating to a $20 million sale of a manufacturing business. Case settled favorably for
client.

  

● Lead Counsel in multiple representations defending private companies, majority shareholders, and
officers in litigation involving ownership rights, distributions and fiduciary duties in industries
including real estate services, manufacturing, software development, hospitality, logistics, and
commodities trading.
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● Defeated claims brought by Brazilian investment fund alleging breaches of contractual and fiduciary
duties and conversion against multiple investor clients.

  

● Recovered more than $25 million in fraud suit on behalf of a biopharmaceutical company against one
of the largest U.S. financial institutions

  

● Lead trial counsel for municipality and stadium lessor in private arbitration defeating NFL team in
claims involving the team’s contractual rights.

  

● Represented founder's former chairman of software company in a trademark infringement action
against the company, resulting favorable settlement before trial.

  

● Successful representation of an American Civil Rights era-icon in right of publicity litigation.
  

● Represented real estate broker in action alleging broker concealed defects in property and asserting
claims for negligent misrepresentation, fraud, and for violations of the Illinois Consumer Fraud Act
and the Illinois Real Estate License Act, obtaining dismissal of claims with prejudice

  

● Represented office equipment company in AAA arbitration against manufacturer for wrongful
termination of dealer franchise and achieved a favorable settlement

  

● Successfully represented Illinois-based national transportation company in Illinois Wage Payment
and Collection Act (IWPCA) class action in the United District Court for the Northern District of
Illinois, obtaining favorable settlement and broad release of claims.

  

● Successfully represented Missouri-based national transportation company in United States District
Court for the Western District of Missouri case involving the Truth in Leasing Act (TILA) and federal
leasing regulations (49 CFR 376.12) (FLRs).

  

● Successfully represented North Carolina-based manufacturing company in United States District
Court for the Western District of Kentucky case involving negligent manufacturing and design,
obtaining total dismissal of all claims.

  

● Successfully represented Kentucky-based retailer in Kentucky state court, obtaining summary
judgment in case arising from fatal automobile accident.

  

● Successfully represented Kentucky-based client in Kentucky state court, transferring case to Indiana
under forum non conveniens doctrine, where tort reform caps damages recoverable in fatal
automobile accident.

  

● Successfully represented professional services company by enforcing non-compete and non-solicit
agreement.

  

● Successfully represented administrative agency retirement plan in court-ordered arbitration.
  

● KNM Holdings, Inc. v. James, 2016 IL App (1st) 143008, ¶ 6 (trial court) – Represented creditor in
enforcement of judgment and recovery of over $200,000 in assets, and assisted in defending the
judgment against a post-judgment motion

  

● Successfully represented professional services company in defamation suit.
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● Won motion to dismiss for breach of contract claim.
  

● Successfully represented automobile dealer in putative class action involving claims under the Fair
Credit Reporting Act (FCRA), Equal Credit Opportunity Act (ECOA), and Illinois Consumer Fraud and
Deceptive Business Practices Act (Consumer Fraud Act), settling on individual basis.

  

● Successfully tried case restoring wrongfully removed directors to leading Chicagoland not-for-profit
board

  

● Successfully defended business against consumer fraud claim brought by prominent arts dealer
  

● Obtained reversal, on appeal, of ruling with wide-ranging impact involving duty owed by non-
servicing firm attorney to firm client

  

● Successfully tried case obtaining unpaid commissions owed to real estate agent
  

● Negotiated remedial relief for homeowner asserting neighboring construction activities caused
significant water damage in home

  

● Obtained summary dismissal of claimed trade secret appropriation by former employee
  

● Defending several construction and development companies in mechanics lien foreclosure cases,
employing creative means to resolve complicated disputes, saving clients significant liability and
legal spend while meeting business objectives.

  

● Recovered millions of dollars on behalf of a U.S. based international investment firm against
competitor for breach of an asset purchase agreement.

  

● Co-chaired a two-week jury trial resulting in a $500,000 verdict in favor of a Chicago-based national
health insurance company in a breach of contract action

  

Insights

NEWS

Burke Warren a Proud Supporter of The American Red Cross of Greater Chicago 2023 Heroes Breakfast
News, April 27, 2023
 

Burke Warren Proud to Participate in the Chicago Bar Foundation’s 2023 Investing in Justice Campaign
News, April 20, 2023
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of the Chicago Hope Academy 2023 Story of Hope Luncheon
News, April 11, 2023
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of the Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic Schools 2023 Fore the Kids Golf
Outing
News, April 5, 2023
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Burke Warren a Proud Member Firm of the Chicago Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights
News, April 4, 2023
 

Burke Warren Welcomes New Attorney Brian J. Hingston
News, March 15, 2023
 

Burke Warren Partner Nicholas Gowen Selected for Inclusion in Crain’s Chicago 2023 Notable Litigators
and Trial Attorneys
News, March 13, 2023
 

Burke Warren Partner Aaron Stanton Interviewed in WGN TV News Segment Discussing Illegal
Squatters
News, March 6, 2023
 

Burke Warren a Proud Supporter of the GI Research Foundation 2023 Annual Ball
News, February 20, 2023
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of 2023 Better Business Bureau of Chicago Annual Dinner Meeting
News, February 8, 2023
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of One Tail at a Time 2023 Houndstooth Ball
News, February 7, 2023
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of Boys & Girls Clubs of Chicago 2023 Youth of the Year Competition &
Dinner
News, January 20, 2023
 

Burke Warren Partner John Stephens Named Advisory Board Member of AbstoneLalley, Inc.
News, January 16, 2023
 

Burke Warren a Proud Supporter of Direct Effect Charities 2022 “Letters to Santa” Program
News, December 15, 2022
 

Burke Warren Elects Joshua Cauhorn as Director
News, December 12, 2022
 

Burke Warren Elects Jessica Cox as Shareholder
News, December 12, 2022
 

Burke Warren Elects Stephen Schuster as Shareholder
News, December 12, 2022
 

Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year From Burke Warren!
News, December 6, 2022
 

Christine Eduardo and Mathew Musipa, Participants in Burke Warren’s Fall 2022 3L Minority Internship
Program, Accept Offers to Join the Firm
News, December 5, 2022
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Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago 2022 Spirit of Saint
Nicholas Ball
News, December 2, 2022
 

Burke Warren Welcomes New Attorney Betsy L. Gates-Alford
News, October 24, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of Chicago Children’s Museum 2022 Gala
News, September 27, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of After School Matters
News, September 15, 2022
 

Burke Warren 2022 3L Minority Internship Program Participant Mathew Musipa Quoted in U of I Blog
Article Entitled, “Immigration Law Clinic students win two asylum cases”
News, September 15, 2022
 

Burke Warren Welcomes New Attorney Adrian Atwater
News, September 6, 2022
 

Burke Warren Welcomes New Attorney Jolisa Warmack
News, September 6, 2022
 

Burke Warren Selects Christine Eduardo and Mathew Musipa to Participate in the Burke Warren 2022
3L Minority Internship Program
News, August 29, 2022
 

Burke Warren Welcomes New Attorney Brittany A. Martin
News, August 29, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of Chicago Volunteer Legal Services Vino + Van Gogh 2022 Event
News, August 24, 2022
 

Burke Warren Partner David Welch Interviewed in WGN TV News Segment Discussing the Dean Foods
Bankruptcy Case
News, August 23, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of 2022 @gives back Golf Classic
News, August 19, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of 17th Annual Savills Landlord Challenge Charity Golf Event
News, August 5, 2022
 

Burke Warren Launch of New Firm Website Coincides with Firm’s 30th Anniversary Milestone
News, July 28, 2022
 

Burke Warren Welcomes New Attorney Marissa N. Pinto
News, June 20, 2022
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Burke Warren Welcomes New Attorney Chase E. Bullock
News, June 20, 2022
 

Burke Warren Partner John Stephens Quoted in Crain’s Chicago Article Entitled, “For Black lawyers,
roadblocks to partnership persist”
News, June 10, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Supporter of the American Red Cross of Greater Chicago 2022 Heroes Breakfast
News, May 4, 2022
 

Burke Warren Proud to Host Association of Corporate Growth Chicago DEI Forum
News, May 4, 2022
 

Burke Warren Cited In Chicago Tribune Article Regarding a Pro Bono Case Recently Undertaken by the
Firm
News, May 3, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Supporter of the GI Research Foundation 2022 Champions for a Cure Ball
News, April 29, 2022
 

Burke Warren Serves as Pro Bono Counsel in Federal Lawsuit Charging Advocate Health and Hospitals
Corporation with Racial Discrimination
News, April 21, 2022
 

Burke Warren Welcomes Peter Ivancsits as Its Chief Financial Officer
News, April 18, 2022
 

Burke Warren Proud to Participate in the Chicago Bar Foundation’s 2022 Investing in Justice Campaign
News, April 6, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Member Firm of the Chicago Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights
News, February 21, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of 2022 Better Business Bureau of Chicago Annual Dinner Meeting
News, February 16, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of Mercy Home for Boys & Girls of Chicago’s 2022 Have Mercy! Gala
News, February 9, 2022
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of 2022 Entrepreneur and Family Business Council Gala
News, January 25, 2022
 

Burke Warren Partner Susan Miller Overbey Quoted in CDLB Article Entitled, “Court lacks jurisdiction
over church discipline rules, panel affirms”
News, January 14, 2022
 

Burke Warren Secures Win for Client in Religious Liberty Appeals Case
News, January 13, 2022
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Burke Warren Elects Rachel Bossard as Shareholder
News, December 14, 2021
 

Burke Warren Named to Vault's 2022 20 Best Midsize Law Firms to Work For in Chicago
News, December 2, 2021
 

Adrian Atwater and Jolisa Warmack, Participants in Burke Warren’s Inaugural 3L Minority Internship
Program, Accept Offers to Join The Firm
News
 

Burke Warren Partner Joseph Roddy Interviewed in WGN TV News Segment Discussing the
Rittenhouse Case
News, November 10, 2021
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of Diocese of Joliet 2021 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
News, October 28, 2021
 

Burke Warren Proud to Partner with JPMorgan Chase and Cabrini Green Legal Aid on Key Chicago Area
Pro Bono Projects
News
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of Chicago Volunteer Legal Services Vino + Van Gogh 2021 Event
News, October 15, 2021
 

Burke Warren Partner Joseph Roddy Interviewed in WGN TV News Segment Addressing R. Kelly
Conviction
News, September 27, 2021
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of 2021 @gives back Golf Classic
News, September 13, 2021
 

Burke Warren Launches Real Estate Brokerage Practice Group
News, August 23, 2021
 

Burke Warren Client Innovare Closes Seed Funding Round
News, August 19, 2021
 

Burke Warren Partner Nicholas Gowen a Featured Presenter for American Arbitration Association
Chicago Office Program entitled, “Arbitrator’s Responsibilities in a Social Media World”
News, August 10, 2021
 

Burke Warren a Proud Sponsor of 27th Annual IPGA-Maryville Gleason Cup Golf Invitational
News, August 10, 2021
 

Burke Warren Is a Proud Sponsor of Reading In Motion’s 2021 Cubs Rooftop Event
News, July 21, 2021
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Burke Warren Partner Joseph Roddy Interviewed in WGN TV News Segment Addressing Questions
Regarding Police Tactics
News, June 4, 2021
 

Burke Warren Partners Eric VanderPloeg and Aaron Stanton Cited in Cook County Record Article
Entitled, “Homewood country club developer wins disconnection, seeks to end court fight vs village,
activists”
News, April 22, 2021
 

Burke Warren Partner Joseph Roddy Interviewed in WGN TV News Segment Addressing Derek Chauvin
Jury Deliberations
News, April 20, 2021
 

Burke, Warren Partner Frederic Mendelsohn Authors Industrial Distribution Article Entitled, "Your Fired
IT Employee Can Bring Down Your Company. Here's How to Stop Them"
News, April 11, 2021
 

Partner Nick Gowen Named to Chicago’s Notable Minority Executives in Accounting, Consulting and
Law for 2020
News, December 14, 2020
 

7th Circ. Throws Out Challenge To Chicago's Obama Center
By Clark Mindock
News, Law 360, August 24, 2020
 

Burke Warren Partner Aaron Stanton Interviewed in WGN TV News Segment Discussing a Stalled
Redevelopment Project in Markham
News, February 5, 2020
 

ALERTS

Accused of Crossing the Railroad? Claims By or Against Railroads
Alert, September 7, 2022
 

U.S. Supreme Court Lessens the Burden to Show Waiver of Arbitration Through Court Litigation
Alert, May 23, 2022
 

Illinois Supreme Court Rejects Workers' Compensation Act Preemption of Biometric Information
Privacy Act Claims
Alert, February 3, 2022
 

New Illinois Law Limits Enforceability of Non-Competes & Non-Solicits
Alert, June 21, 2021
 

Second Round of PPP Loans Available Soon
Alert, December 28, 2020
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Burke Warren Attorneys Obtain Rare Dismissal with Prejudice in BIPA Class Action Litigation
Alert, July 6, 2020
 

SBA Expected to Release Names of PPP Loan Recipients Thursday
Alert, June 30, 2020
 

SBA To Publish Names of PPP Loan Recipients
Alert, June 23, 2020
 

SBA Publishes Revised PPP Loan Forgiveness Application
Alert, June 22, 2020
 

Biometric Data Privacy Laws: Traps for the Unwary
Alert, June 11, 2020
 

COVID-19 Dispute Resolution and Advocacy Now and Beyond
Alert, June 10, 2020
 

Illinois Enters Phase 3 Reopening with Executive Order 2020-38
Alert, June 1, 2020
 

Northeastern Illinois COVID-19 Court Postponements
Alert, May 28, 2020
 

Illinois Supreme Court Gives Circuit Courts Discretion in Resumption of Operations
Alert, May 26, 2020
 

SBA Begins Delayed Consideration of Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) Applications
Alert, May 22, 2020
 

SBA Extends PPP Loan Safe Harbor Repayment Date to May 18 and Provides More Guidance for
Borrowers over $2 Million
Alert, May 14, 2020
 

Can a Customer Sue Your Business After Contracting COVID-19? – Mitigating Risk In A Pandemic
Alert, May 7, 2020
 

PPP Loan Forgiveness Not Affected By Employees' Rejection of Re-Hire Offer
Alert, May 7, 2020
 

Illinois Supreme Court Order Changes Collection Proceedings During COVID-19
Alert, May 4, 2020
 

Class Actions in a COVID-19 World: The Floodgates are Now Open
Alert, April 13, 2020
 

Navigating Uncertain Times in Manufacturing and Distribution
Alert, April 9, 2020
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U.S. Treasury Releases CARES Act Loan Application
Alert, April 1, 2020
 

Business Interruption Insurance Claims: Nuts & Bolts
Alert, March 27, 2020
 

"Force Majeure" Clause or Other Legal Defenses May Excuse Contractual Obligations Due to COVID-19
Alert, March 25, 2020
 

Navigating Uncertain Government Action
Alert, March 24, 2020
 

What Does A Shelter-In-Place Order Mean for Your Construction Project?
Alert, March 23, 2020
 

Maintaining Cybersecurity Vigilance with Remote Workforce
Alert, March 20, 2020
 

Class Actions in a COVID-19 World
Alert, March 20, 2020
 

Business Interruption Insurance Coverage For COVID-19 Losses
Alert, March 19, 2020
 

Burke Warren Remains Fully Committed to Client Service Through Remote Working Capabilities
Alert, March 18, 2020
 

AIA Updates Construction Contract Form Agreements
Alert, November 29, 2018
 

When A Key Employee Resigns, Joins Your Competitor And You Have Nothing In Place To Stop Them
Alert, November 5, 2018
 

Appellate Ruling Highlights Risk For Out-Of-State Employers Under Illinois Wage Payment And
Collection Act
Alert, May 23, 2018
 

Will The Skyrocketing Growth of TCPA Litigation Slow?
Court Decision Provides Business Groups with Partial Victory
Alert, May 22, 2018
 

Auto Dealer Victory: U.S. Supreme Court Rules Service Advisors Are Exempt From Overtime Pay
Alert, April 20, 2018
 

Does your Company Obtain Fingerprints of Employees or Customers?
Ensure compliance with the Illinois Biometric Information Privacy Act
Alert, January 4, 2018
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Please Stop Contacting Me
Dos and Don'ts regarding the Telephone Consumer Protection Act
Alert, November 8, 2017
 

Employers Must Be Mindful Before Punishing Employees for Their Social Media Usage
Alert, August 29, 2017
 

Judge, Jury and...Shareholder?
When Shareholders Fight, Courts Can Take Control
Alert, January 3, 2017
 

Long Term Attorney-Client Collaboration Leads to Legacy Planning
Alert, October 25, 2016
 

Call Your Lawyer First
What You Need To Know About Internal Investigations
Alert, October 17, 2016
 

Received A City Of Chicago Ordinance Violation?
Alert, June 15, 2016
 

Broadening Protections For Transgender Individuals Under Federal And State Law
Developing Area Of Law
Alert, April 2016
 

Using An Overbroad Confidentiality, Non-Compete And Non-Solicit Agreement To Scare Employees Can
Seriously Backfire
Alert, December 3, 2015
 

International Sales Contracts
Alert, December 1, 2015
 

Real Estate Broker Law —  Legal Update: Change in the Law on Marketing New Construction
Condominiums in Chicago
Alert, November 18, 2015
 

Telemarketing: FCC Order Compounds Risk For Customer Calls
Alert, August 27, 2015
 

Corporate Identity Theft: A True Crime Story
Alert, July 13, 2015
 

Protecting Your Customers from Former Employees
Alert, July 1, 2015
 

Supreme Court Extends Religious Exemption from H.H.S. Contraception Mandate to Closely Held For-
Profit Corporations
Alert, August 1, 2014
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Illinois' Concealed Carry Act - The Impact on Businesses and Employers
Alert, March 13, 2014
 

Telemarketing: Calling Customers Leads to Multi-Million Dollar Damage Payments
Alert, March 5, 2014
 

Understanding Indemnification
Alert, January 31, 2014
 

To Compete or Not to Compete: Appellate Court Ruling Could Mean Changes for Employers and Non-
Compete Restrictions
Alert, July 25, 2013
 

A Case for Arbitration
Alert, June 4, 2013
 

Do You Need to Protect Your Trade Secrets?
Alert, November 28, 2012
 

Client Profile: Manny Mill's Landmark Post-Prison Ministry
Alert, August 3, 2011
 

Prepare to Resolve Contract Disputes Before You Sign
Alert, April 14, 2011
 

FDIC Launches Full-Scale Attack on Bank Directors
Alert, November 8, 2010
 

Non-compete vs. Non-solicitation - Every Business Person Should Know the Difference
Alert, August 2, 2010
 

Keeping Your Revocable Living Trust on Track
Alert, July 27, 2010
 

Mediation vs. Litigation - When to Turn Swords into Ploughshares or Vice Versa
Alert, April 5, 2010
 

BWM&S Fights for GM and Chrysler Dealers Seeking Reinstatement
Alert, February 22, 2010
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